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OZET

28 Subat’ta ABD ve Israil’in Iran’a yonelik es zamanh saldirilart sonrasinda Tahran
yonetimi, catismayt yalnizca Israil cephesiyle sinirli tutmamis; Basra Kérfezi'nde
dogrudan Korfez tilkelerini hedef alan genis 6lcekli bir askeri stratejiye yonelmistir.
28 Subat—26 Mart tarihleri arasinda Korfez ilkelerine yonelik gerceklestirilen
saldirtlarin toplam sayist 5.000’1 asarken, bu saldirilarin 6nemli bir kisminin Birlesik
Arap Emirlikleri’'ne (BAE) yoneldigi dikkat cekmektedir. Savasin baslangicindan 26
Mart’a kadar Iran, BAE ye karst 372 balistik fiize, 1.826 insansiz hava arac1 (IHA) ve
15 seyir flizesi kullanmistir.!

S6z konusu saldirilar yalnizca askeri hedeflerle sinirli kalmamus; enerji altyapilari,
limanlar, havalimanlan ve kritik lojistik merkezler de hedef alinmistir. Bu durum,
BAE’nin resmi sOyleminde zamanla daha sert ve givenlik odakli bir ¢izgiye
kaymastna yol agmustir. Iran ise baslangicta saldirilarint Korfez’deki Amerikan askeri
varligina ev sahipligi yapan tlkeleri cezalandirma ve caydirma stratejisinin bir parcast
olarak gerekcelendirirken, son dénemde so6ylemini daha da ileri tastyarak BAE’yi
ABD ile birlikte Iran’a yonelik olast bir kara harekatini desteklemekle suclamaya
baslamustir.

Gelinen noktada, Iran ile BAE arasindaki gerilimin dogrudan bir catismaya evrilme
riski belirgin sekilde artmistir. Bu ¢ercevede mevcut gelismeler, Basra Korfezi’nde
Iran—BAE cephesinde daha genis 6lgekli ve dogrudan bir savasin zeminini hazirlayan
dinamiklerin hizla derinlestigini gostermektedir.

I"UAE Air Defences engaged Iranian Ballistic and Cruise Missiles and UAVs Attacks". X. MOD UAE. 26 Match
2026. Retrieved 26 March 2026.



1- IRAN-BAE KRiZi: SALDIRILARIN BASLAMASI VE
TARAFLARIN TEPKISI

ABD-Israil’in 28 Subat’ta Iran’a yénelik ortak saldirisina karsilik olarak Tahran
yonetimi, es zamanli olarak hem Israil’e hem de Korfez tilkelerine yonelik saldirilar
gerceklestirmistir. Fiize ve insansiz hava aract (IHA) saldirilarinin ardindan Abu Dabi
yonetimi, 1 Mart’ta Tahran’daki Buytikelciligini kapattigini ve diplomatik misyonunu
geri cektigini aciklamistir.” Disisleri Bakanligi tarafindan yapilan agiklamada, bu
kararin “BAE’nin giivenligini ve egemenligini tehdit eden her tirli saldirganliga kars
kararli ve sarsilmaz durusunu yansittigr” vurgulanmis; Iran’in eylemlerinin bélgesel
ve uluslararast baris ile istikrari, enerji glivenligini ve kiresel ekonomik dengeleri
tehdit eden “stirekli diismanca ve kigkirtict davranislar” kapsaminda degerlendirildigi
ifade edilmistir.

Saldirilarin devam ettigi 3 Mart tarihli bir diger aciklamada ise BAE, Iran’mn
tekrarlanan saldirlarina ragmen savunma durusunu degistirmedigini yinelemis;
“BAE’nin diger hedef ilkelerin toplamindan daha fazla sayida, binin tzerinde
saldirtya maruz kaldigt” belirtilmis ve uluslararast hukuk ile Birlesmis Milletler Sartt
cercevesinde mesru mudafaa hakkinin sakli oldugu vurgulanmistir.” Ancak saldirilarin
surmesiyle birlikte, 6zellikle 17 Mart sonrasinda diplomatik soylemde belirgin bir
sertlesme gozlenmistir. Turkiye ve Misir gibi bolge tlkelerinin de yer aldigt Riyad’da
gerceklestirilen Disisleri Bakanlari toplantisinda Iran’a yonelik kinama ve mesru
miidafaa hakki yeniden teyit edilmistir. Ote yandan 18 Mart BAE Dusisleri Bakanlig
aciklamasinda ise Iranin eylemleri agitk bicimde “terdrist saldirlar” olarak
nitelendirilmistir. Bu cercevede, BAE Basbakan Yardimcist ve Disisleri Bakant
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, s6z konusu gelismeleri “llkenin egemenliginin agik
bir ihlali” olarak tanimlamis ve bunun bélgesel ile uluslararast giivenlik ve istikrar
acisindan ciddi bir tehdit olusturdugunu vurgulamistir.

25 Mart’ta Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Kuveyt, Bahreyn, Suudi Arabistan, Katar ve
Urdiin tarafindan Iran’in saldirlarina iliskin ortak bir bildiri yayimlandi. Bildiride,
imzact tlkelerin toprak butinligini hedef alan s6z konusu eylemlerin uluslararasi
hukuk, uluslararasi insancil hukuk ve Birlesmis Milletler Sarti’nin agik bir ihlali oldugu
vurgulanarak Iran’in saldirilart en giiclii sekilde kinanmistir. Ayrica Iran ve Irak’taki
Iran destekli milis unsurlarin saldirilarinin derhal durdurulmast talep edilmis; ilgili
taraflarin kendi topraklarinin bu tiir saldirlar icin kullanilmasini engellemesi gerektigi
ifade edilmistir. Bildiride, Birlesmis Milletler Sart’nin 51. maddesi cercevesinde
mesru mudafaa hakkina acikca atifta bulunulmus; saldirilarin devam etmesi halinde

2 https:/ /www.mofa.gov.ae/en/mediahub/news/2026/3/1/uae-iran?utm_source=chatgpt.com
3 https:/ /www.mofa.gov.ae/MediaHub/News/2026/3/3/UAE
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imzact Ulkelerin uluslararast hukuk cercevesinde egemenliklerini, giivenliklerini ve
istikrarlarini korumak amaciyla bireysel ve kolektif olarak gerekli tiim 6nlemleri alma
haklarini sakli tuttuklart belirtilmistir.*

Tiim bu aciklamalar ve kararlara ragmen Iran’in BAE’ye yonelik saldirilart durmamis
ve hedefler daha genis bir alana yayilmistir. Korfez yetkilileri tarafindan Iran'm
gerceklestirdigi her saldirinin ardindan yayimlanan resmi agiklamalara ve verilere
gore, 28 Subat'tan 26 Mart’a kadar Iran ve kismi diizeyde Irak topraklarindan Korfez
iilkelerine yaklastk 5 bin fiize ve IHA firlatildi. Ancak en dikkat cekici veri, saldirilarin
en biiyiik hedefinin BAE olmasidir. Savasin baslangicindan 26 Mart’a kadar Iran,
BARE’ye karst 372 balistik fiize, 1.826 insansiz hava aract (IHA) ve 15 seyir fiizesi

kullanmistir.> Bu veriler Iran’in bilingli bir sekilde BAE ni sorumlu tuttuguna isaret
etmektedir.

Tablo: Ulkelere Gére ITHA ve Fiize Saldirilarinin Dagilim1

‘I"Jlke HDtoneHFﬁzeHToplam‘
| | |
AE BAE 1826 (372 {2198

KW Kuveyt 575 |1275 ||850

SA Suudi Arabistan||711 |58 {769

BH Bahreyn 301|153 |454

QA Katar 75 201|276

2- KARSILIKLI SUCLAMADAN ASKERI MUDAHALEYE
DOGRU

Iki tilke arasindaki kriz, 6zellikle ABD’nin Kharg Adast’ni isgal edebilecegine yénelik
iddialarin uluslararast kamuoyunda tartistlmaya baslanmastyla daha da derinlesmistir.
24 Mart’ta medyaya yanstyan bazi haberlerde, tist diizey bir Iranlt yetkilinin “Iran’in
diismanlarinin”, bolgedeki ismi aciklanmayan bir iilkenin destegiyle bir Iran adasini
isgal etmeyi planladiklarina dair aciklamalar yaptigt gériilmiistiir. Ayni giin Iran Meclis
Bagkant Muhammed Bakir Kalibaf, sosyal medya paylasimlarinda su ifadeleri
kullanmustir: “Iran glicleri diisman hareketlerini izliyor. Eger herhangi bir adim

4 https:/ /www.wam.ae/en/article/bzecj10-joint-statement-uae-kuwait-bahrain-saudi-
arabiarutm_source=chatgpt.com

>"UAE Air Defences engaged Iranian Ballistic and Cruise Missiles and UAVs Attacks". X. MOD UAE. 26 Match
2026. Retrieved 26 March 2026.
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atilirsa, bu bolge tlkesinin hayati altyapisit siirekli ve araliksiz saldirilarla hedef
alacagiz.”

S6z konusu agiklama, ABD’nin Koérfez bolgesine 3.000 asker sevk ettigi bir donemde
yapilmistir. 26 Mart’a gelindiginde ise Iran Islam Cumbhuriyeti'nin, ABD—Israil
saldirganliginda oynadigr “aktif rol” nedeniyle BAE’ye karsi cok daha sert bir
actklamada bulunuldu. Ismi agtklanmayan Iranli bir yetkiliye dayandirilan The
Cradle’daki agiklamada “BAE, Iran’a karst baslatilan savasin baslangicinda ve
devaminda aktif rol oynadi” degerlendirmesine yer verilmistir. Iranh yetkili
actklamasinin devaminda, “Bu tlkeye karst haftalardir stirdirilen hosgoriiyt sona
erdirmeye yonelik karar liderlik diizeyinde alinmistir” ifadelerini kullanarak, Iran’in
savunma saldirilart kapsaminda daha 6nce hedef alinan BAE’deki ABD askeri kisla
ve tislerine ek olarak, Emirlikler'in bazt hava tslerinin de Iran’a yénelik operasyonlar
icin ABD’ye tahsis edildigini ileri sirmistiir. Actklamada ayrica BAE nin Umman ve
diger tilkelere yonelik saldirilarda rol oynadigi ve ABD ile Israil’e Iranh kisi ve
hedeflere iliskin istihbarat saglayarak kendisini dogrudan catismanin tarafi haline
getirdigi iddia edilmistir. Bu cercevede sz konusu kaynak, Iran’in BAE’ye yonelik
cok daha sert ve dogrudan bir askeri karsilik hazirhiginda oldugunu acik bicimde
ortaya koymaktadir.”

S6z konusu agiklamanin medyaya yansimasindan kisa bir siire sonra, yaklasik 15 yil
Al Akhbar’da yazarlik yapan Litbnanl gazeteci Hasan Illaik, sosyal medya hesabindan
dikkat ¢ekici bir paylasimda bulunmustur. Paylasiminda ilgili habere atifta bulunarak
su ifadeleri kullanmustir: “Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri’ndeki dostlarimiza bir tavsiye: Bu
isgal basladiginda (Kharg Adast veya baska bir ada isgali), derhal karayoluyla Umman
veya Suudi Arabistan’a dogru yola ¢tkin, Bu isgalin baslamas, iran’m BAE rejimine
kars1, daha 6nce hicbir goztin gérmedigi, hicbir kulagin duymadigt ve Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan’in hayal bile edemeyecegi bir karsilik vermesine yol agacaktir.”
Paylasiminin sonunda ise dogrudan BAE liderligini hedef alarak, “Nahyan, evine kis
geliyor” ifadelerini kullanmuistir.®

Iranlt vyetkililer ve rejime yakin gazetecilerin aciklamalarina karsillk, BARE
Cumhurbaskanligr Diplomatik Danismant ve eski Disisleri Bakant Anwar Gargash,
26 Mart’ta yaptigt paylasimda sivillerin ve kritik altyapinin hedef alinmasinin, enerji
guvenligi ile deniz ulasimini tehdit eden bu eylemlerin cezasiz kalmayacagini

¢ https:/ /www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/26/tehran-issues-warning-to-regional-neighbout-if-iranian-island-
occupied

7 https:// thecradle.co/atticles/ exclusive-iran-plans-escalation-against-uae-over-active-role-in-us-israeli-
war#google_vignette

8 https://x.com/Hasanillaik/status/2037205399271620986
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vurgulamis; mesru miidafaa hakkinin uluslararasi hukuk cercevesinde glivence altinda
oldugunu ifade etmistir.’

Benzer sekilde, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri Devlet Bakani Lana Nusseibeh, 26 Mart’ta
Fox News kanalina verdigi miilakatta, “Terérizmi destekleyen bir devlet olan Iran’in
gida ve dogalgazin kuresel fiyatlarini belirlemesine izin vermemeliyiz” ifadelerini
kullanmistir."!

Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'nden siyaset bilimi profesérii Abdulkhaleq Abdullah ise 26
Mart’taki actklamasinda "Diplomatik soylemler bir seydir; sahada gérdiklerim ise
bambaska bir sey," dedi. "Uluslararast toplumun Hirmiz Bogazi'ni geri almast
gorevidir ve bunu yapmanin bir yolu da askeri yoldur." Paylasiminda bulunarak askeri
miuidahale ¢agrist yapmustir.'!

Korfez rejimleriyle yakin iligkileri bulunan ve GB News, Sky News, CNN ile Daily
Mail gibi medya kuruluslarinda yer alan, Arap Babar: adli eserin yazart Amjad Taha,
sosyal medya hesabindan dikkat cekici bir degerlendirmede bulunmustur. Taha
paylasiminda su ifadelere yer vermistir: “Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’nin giiclii bir ortagidir. Iran’daki Islamc1 rejimle ateskes yok. Simdi degil.
Terorle muzakere edilmez; ona son verilir. Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri kararli durusunu
koruyor. Teroristlere sifir alan. Bu Cumartesi sessizce gegmeyecek; isaretlenecek ve
hatirlanacak.”'? Bu agtklamalar, Kérfez’e yakin bazi aktorlerin Iran’a karst daha sert
ve uzlasmaz bir tutumu benimsedigini ve ¢atismanin diplomatik ¢6zim ihtimaline
mesafeli yaklastgini gostermesi acisindan dikkat cekmektedir.'

3- HEDEF HURMUZ BOGAZI’'NIN GUVENLIGI Mi,
ENER]JI MERKEZI Mi

Yukaridaki tartismalar, 6zellikle BAE yetkilileri ve danismanlarin yaptigr aciklamalar
dikkate alindiginda Hiirmiiz Bogazi tizerindeki Iran tehdidine yonelik sert elestiriler
ve askeri miudahale c¢agrilart oldugu dikkat cekmektedir. Bu baglamda mevcut
tartismalar 1s18inda ortaya ¢tkan temel soru sudur: Olast bir kara operasyonu
senaryosunda éncelikli hedef Iran’in petrol ihracatinin merkezi konumundaki Kharg
Adast m1 olacaktir, yoksa Hirmiiz Bogazi’'nda gtivenli gecisi dogrudan etkileyen ve
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri’nin (BAE) 1970’lerden itibaren egemenlik iddiasinda
bulundugu stratejik adalar m1 hedef alinacaktir?

Bu baglamda uluslararast toplum Iran’in enetji gelitlerini dogrudan hedef alan Kharg
Adasr’na yonelik bir isgali glindeme tagimaktadir. Turkiye’deki gorsel medya

? https://x.com/AnwarGargash/status/2037070098419376142

10 https:/ /x.com/SpecialReport/status/2036937151187661101

" https://x.com/Abdulkhaleq_ UAE/status/2037220382084882438
12 https:/ /x.com/amjadt25/status/2036958137169723863

13 https:/ /x.com/amjadt25/status/2036958137169723863
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tartismalarinda agirlikli olarak Kharg Adasina yonelik aciklamalar dikkat cekmektedir.
Trump da zamaninda bu adanin 6nemine atifta bulunmustu. Ada, Iran’in ham petrol
thracatinin yaklastk %85-90’1nin gergeklestigi, genis depolama tanklart ve tanker
yiikleme terminalleriyle donatilmis bir enerji merkezidir. Iran’in enetji gelitlerinin ana
ctkis kapisint olusturmaktadir. Bu nedenle Kharg, rafinajdan ziyade ihracat ve
depolama terminali olarak islev gormekte ve hedef alinmast durumunda Iran’in petrol
gelirlerini dogrudan kesintiye ugratabilecek kritik bir ekonomik zafiyet noktast olarak
one c¢tkmaktadir.

Buna karsilik ikinci olasilik ise Hiirmiiz Bogazi’nin askeri kontroli ve deniz trafiginin
givenligi Uzerinden sekillenmektedir. Bu cercevede Qeshm Adast (1.500 km?) ve
Larak Adast (49 km?), bogazin kuzey hattinda yer alarak Iran’a genis lojistik ve askeri
konuslanma imkani sunmaktadir. Qeshm’de limanlar ve havaalanlariyla desteklenen
askeri altyapt bulunurken, Larak daha ¢ok radar ve fize sistemleriyle bogazin dar
kesimini gozetleyen ileri karakol islevi gormektedir. Bu adalar tizerinde BAE’nin bir
hak iddiast bulunmamaktadir.

Ancak BAFE’nin tizerinde hak iddia ettigi Abu Musa Adast (20 km?), Biytik Tunb (10
km?) ve K¢tk Tunb (2 km?) adalari, Hiirmuz girisine ve BAE kiyilarina yakinliklar
nedeniyle Iran’in fiize, radar ve deniz unsurlarini konuslandirdigs ileri askeri yiginak
noktalart olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bu adalar, yalnizca askeri kontrol degil ayni
zamanda “deniz inkart” (sea denial) kapasitesinin de temel unsurlarini
olusturmaktadir. Dolayisiyla bu hat tizerinde bir kontrol degisimi, dogrudan Hiirmiiz
Bogazr’'ndaki enerji akisinin giivenligini etkileme potansiyeline sahiptir.

Bu noktada s6z konusu adalarin hukuki statlsi de tartismanin merkezinde yer
almaktadir. Basra Korfezi'nde yer alan Abu Musa, Buytk Tunb ve Kigik Tunb
adalar, Iran ile BAE arasinda ¢ozillememis egemenlik ihtilafinin odagindadir. Bu
adalar, 30 Kasim 1971°de Ingiltere’nin bolgeden cekilmesi sonrasinda Iran tarafindan
askeri olarak kontrol altina alinmis ve o tarihten bu yana fiilen Iran yonetiminde
kalmistir. Ancak BAE, tarihsel haklarina dayanarak bu adalar tizerinde egemenlik
iddiasint stirdiirmekte ve konunun uluslararast hukuk cercevesinde ¢6zilmesini talep
etmektedir. Iran ise adalarin kendi topragt oldugunu savunmakta ve ticlincii taraf
arabuluculugunu reddetmektedir. Bu nedenle s6z konusu ¢ ada, yarim yiizyili agkin
suredir ¢oztlemeyen bir egemenlik ihtilafi olarak vathigini stirdtirmektedir.'*

Bu cercevede degerlendirildiginde, Kharg Adast ekonomik agidan Iran’in “enerji
kalbi’ni temsil ederken; Hirmuz hattindaki adalar askeri ve jeostratejik kontroliin
merkezini olusturmaktadir. Dolayisiyla olast bir askeri miidahalede hedef,
operasyonun amacina baglt olarak farklilasacaktir: Iran ekonomisini zayiflatmay
amagclayan bir strateji Kharg’t onceliklendirebilirken, Hiirmiz Bogazi'nda deniz
trafigini glivence altina almayi hedefleyen bir yaklasimin, BAE’nin de egemenlik
iddiasinda bulundugu bu tartismali adalara yonelmesi daha olast gorinmektedir. Bu
durum, s6z konusu adalarin yalnizca bir egemenlik meselesi degil, aynt zamanda
gelecekteki olast bir askeri miidahalenin potansiyel hedefleri arasinda yer aldigini
gostermektedir.

14 Tayyar Ar1, Basra Korfezi ve Ortadogu'da Giig¢ Dengesi 1978-1996, (Istanbul: Alfa Basim. Yayim Dagitim, 2005)
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SONUC

Sonuc olarak, 28 Subat sonrast gelismeler, Basra Korfezi'nde Iran ile Birlesik Arap
Emirlikleri arasinda giderek derinlesen ve karsilikli askeri miidahaleye evrilen bir
catisma dinamiginin ortaya ciktigini gostermektedir. Iran’in saldirt stratejisinin
yalnizca Israil ile sinirlt kalmayarak Korfez tilkelerine yonelmesi, catismanin cografi
kapsamint genisletmis; 6zellikle BAE nin hedef alinmasi, krizin ikili bir rekabetten
ziyade bolgesel bir glic miicadelesine doniistiigint ortaya koymustur.

Bu siirecte dikkat ceken en 6nemli unsur, askeri tirmanis ile diplomatik séylem
arasindaki paralel sertlesmedir. Iran’in baslangicta caydiricillk ve misilleme
cercevesinde gerekeelendirdigi saldirilar, zamanla BAE’yi dogrudan savasin tarafi
olarak tanimlayan ve daha genis ¢aplt bir karsilik tehdidi iceren bir séyleme evrilmistir.
Buna karsiik BAE ve Korfez tlkeleri, uluslararast hukuk ve mesru mudafaa
vurgusunu 6ne ctkararak kolektif givenlik yaklasimini gliclendirmis; 18-19 ve 25 Mart
ortak bildirisi ile bu yaklasimi kurumsal bir zemine tasimustir.

Ote yandan, kriz yalnizca devletler arasi askeri ve diplomatik diizlemde degil, aynt
zamanda soylemsel ve algisal bir miicadele alaninda da derinlesmektedir. Iranli
yetkililer, rejime yakin medya ve Korfez’e yakin yorumcularin karsilikli sertlesen
actklamalari, catismanin ideolojik ve psikolojik boyutunun da giderek belirginlestigini
gostermektedir. Ozellikle sosyal medya iizerinden yapilan aciklamalarda askeri
mudahale seceneklerinin agik¢a dile getirilmesi, kamuoyunun olast bir genis 6lgekli
catismaya hazirlanmasina yonelik bir diskurun olustugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu cercevede savasin derinlesmesi ve ateskes girisimlerinin basarisizlikla
sonuclanmast durumunda, Iran—-BAE hattinda dogrudan bir savas ihtimalinin artik
teorik bir senaryo olmaktan ¢tkarak giderek daha somut bir olasilik haline geldigine
isaret etmektedir. Taraflarin séylem ve askeri pozisyonlarindaki es zamanl
sertlesme, tim bolgeyi biiytk bir catismanin icerisine siirtikleyebilir
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ABSTRACT

Following the simultaneous attacks carried out by the United States and Israel against Iran
on February 28, the Tehran administration did not confine the conflict solely to the Israeli
front; instead, it adopted a large-scale military strategy directly targeting Gulf countries in
the Persian Gulf. Between February 28 and March 26, the total number of attacks
directed at Gulf countries exceeded 5,000, with a significant portion targeting the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). From the beginning of the conflict until March 26, Iran employed
372 ballistic missiles, 1,826 unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), and 15 cruise missiles
against the UAE.

These attacks were not limited to military targets; energy infrastructures, ports, airports,
and critical logistical hubs were also targeted. This situation led to a gradual shift in the
UAE’s official discourse towards a more security-oriented and hardened stance. While
Iran initially justified its attacks as part of a strategy of deterrence and punishment against
countries hosting American military presence in the Gulf, it has recently escalated its
rhetoric by accusing the UAE of supporting a potential ground operation against Iran
alongside the United States.

At this juncture, the risk of escalation into a direct confrontation between Iran and the
UAE has significantly increased. In this context, current developments indicate that the
dynamics paving the way for a broader and more direct war between Iran and the UAE in
the Persian Gulf are rapidly deepening.
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1. THE IRAN-UAE CRISIS: ONSET OF HOSTILITIES AND
ACTOR RESPONSES

In response to the joint US—Israeli attack against Iran on February 28, the Tehran administration
simultaneously launched attacks against both Israel and Gulf countries. Following missile and
UAV strikes, the Abu Dhabi administration announced on March 1 that it had closed its embassy
in Tehran and withdrawn its diplomatic mission. In the statement issued by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, it was emphasized that this decision reflected the UAE’s “firm and unwavering
stance against any aggression threatening its security and sovereignty,” and Iran’s actions were
described as “continuous hostile and provocative behavior” threatening regional and
international peace and stability, energy security, and global economic balance.

In another statement dated March 3, the UAE reiterated that it had not altered its defensive
posture despite Iran’s repeated attacks, noting that “the UAE has been subjected to more than a
thousand attacks, exceeding the total number directed at other target countries,” and emphasized
its inherent right to self-defense within the framework of international law and the United
Nations Charter. However, as attacks continued, a noticeable hardening in diplomatic rhetoric
was observed, particularly after March 17. During the meeting of foreign ministers held in
Riyadh, which included regional countries such as Tirkiye and Egypt, condemnation of Iran and
the reaffirmation of the right to self-defense were reiterated. Moreover, in the UAE Ministry of
Foreign Affairs’ statement on March 18, Iran’s actions were explicitly described as “terrorist
attacks.” In this context, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan characterized these developments as “a clear violation of national
sovereignty,” emphasizing that they pose a serious threat to regional and international security

and stability.

On March 25, a joint statement was issued by the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
and Jordan regarding Iran’s attacks. The statement strongly condemned these actions targeting
the territorial integrity of the signatory states, describing them as clear violations of international
law, international humanitarian law, and the United Nations Charter. It also called for the
immediate cessation of attacks by Iran and Iran-backed militia elements in Iraq, emphasizing that
relevant actors must prevent their territories from being used for such actions. The statement
explicitly referred to the right of self-defense under Article 51 of the UN Charter, asserting that if
attacks persist, sighatory states reserve the right to take all necessary measures—individually and
collectively—within the framework of international law to protect their sovereignty, security, and
stability.

Despite these statements and decisions, Iran’s attacks against the UAE did not cease, and targets
expanded across a broader geographical scope. According to official data released after each
attack by Gulf authorities, approximately 5,000 missiles and UAVs were launched from Iran and,
to a lesser extent, from Iraqi territory towards Gulf countries between February 28 and March 26.
The most striking data point is that the UAE was the primary target. From the beginning of the
conflict until March 26, Iran deployed 372 ballistic missiles, 1,826 UAVs, and 15 cruise missiles
against the UAE, indicating that Iran deliberately held the UAE responsible.
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Table: Distribution of UAV and Missile Attacks by Country

| Country HUAVS (Drones)l‘Missiles“Total‘
[United Arab Emirates (UAE)|[1,826 1372 |2,198]
| Kuwait 575 275|850 |
Saudi Arabia 711 58 769 |
Bahrain 1301 153|454 |
| Qatar [75 201 276 |

2. FROM MUTUAL ACCUSATIONS TO MILITARY
ESCALATION

The crisis between the two countries deepened further, particularly with international discussions
surrounding allegations that the United States might occupy Kharg Island. Reports that surfaced
in the media on March 24 indicated that a senior Iranian official claimed that “Iran’s enemies,”
with the support of an unnamed regional country, were planning to occupy an Iranian island. On
the same day, Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf stated on social media:
“Iranian forces are monitoring enemy movements. If any step is taken, we will target the vital
infrastructure of that regional country with continuous and uninterrupted attacks.”

This statement was made during a period when the United States had deployed 3,000 troops to
the Gulf region. By March 26, the Islamic Republic of Iran issued a significantly harsher
statement against the UAE, citing its “active role” in US—Israeli aggression. According to a report
in The Cradle based on an unnamed Iranian official, “the UAE played an active role at the
beginning and throughout the war against Iran.” The official further stated that “a decision has
been made at the leadership level to end the weeks-long restraint shown towards this country,”
alleging that, in addition to previously targeted US military bases and barracks in the UAE,
certain Emirati air bases had been allocated to the United States for operations against Iran. The
statement also claimed that the UAE played a role in attacks against Oman and other countries
and provided intelligence to the US and Israel regarding Iranian individuals and targets, thereby
becoming a direct party to the conflict. In this context, the source clearly indicates that Iran is
preparing a much harsher and more direct military response against the UAE.

Shortly after this statement was reflected in the media, Lebanese journalist Hasan Illaik made a
striking social media post, advising: “To our friends in the UAE: when this occupation begins
(Kharg Island or another island), immediately head by road to Oman or Saudi Arabia. The
beginning of this occupation will lead Iran to deliver a response to the UAE regime unlike
anything ever seen or heard before.” He concluded his statement by directly addressing UAE
leadership: “Nahyan, winter is coming to your home.”

In response, UAE Presidential Diplomatic Advisor and former Foreign Minister Anwar Gargash
emphasized on March 26 that targeting civilians and critical infrastructure, and actions
threatening energy security and maritime navigation, would not go unpunished, reaffirming the
right to self-defense under international law.
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Slmllarly UAE Minister of State I.ana Nusseibeh stated in an interview on Fox News on March

>

26: « \X} € must not allow Iran a state that su orts terrorism to determine lobal fOOd and natural
> pp > g

gas pI'lCCS.”

3. STRATEGIC TARGETING: SECURITY OF THE STRAIT
OF HORMUZ OR ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE?

The discussions above indicate increasing criticism and calls for military intervention against
Iran’s threat to the Strait of Hormuz, particularly in statements made by UAE officials and
advisors. Within this context, the central question emerges: in a potential ground operation
scenario, would the primary target be Kharg Island, the center of Iran’s oil exports, or strategic
islands affecting maritime security in the Strait of Hormuz?

Kharg Island represents approximately 85—90% of Iran’s crude oil exports, equipped with
extensive storage tanks and tanker loading terminals, functioning as a critical export hub rather
than a refining center. Thus, it constitutes a major economic vulnerability.

Alternatively, the second scenario focuses on military control of the Strait of Hormuz. Islands
such as Qeshm and Larak provide Iran with significant logistical and military advantages, hosting
ports, airfields, radar, and missile systems.

However, Abu Musa, Greater Tunb, and Lesser Tunb—claimed by the UAE—+represent critical
forward deployment points for Iran’s missile, radar, and naval capabilities, forming the backbone
of its sea denial capacity. Control over these islands would directly impact maritime security and

energy flows.
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CONCLUSION: ESCALATION, REGIONALIZATION, AND
WAR PROBABILITY

In conclusion, developments following February 28 demonstrate the emergence of an escalating
conflict dynamic between Iran and the UAE in the Persian Gulf. Iran’s expansion of its attack
strategy beyond Israel to include Gulf countries has broadened the geographical scope of the
conflict, transforming it into a regional power struggle.

A key feature of this process is the parallel hardening of military escalation and diplomatic
rhetoric. Iran’s discourse has evolved from deterrence to direct accusations against the UAE as a
party to the war, while Gulf countries have reinforced a collective security approach grounded in
international law and self-defense.

Moreover, the crisis is deepening not only at the military and diplomatic levels but also in the
discursive and perceptual domain. Increasingly aggressive statements by officials, media, and

commentators indicate the formation of a public discourse preparing for large-scale conflict.

In this context, the probability of a direct war between Iran and the UAE is no longer merely
theoretical but is becoming an increasingly tangible possibility
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